
 
 

Sunday, April 12, 2020 
United Church of Cookeville 

Easter Sunday 
 
 

 
 

Welcome and Announcements  
 

Prelude: Ella 
 

Call to Worship 
 

Leader: Give Thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
All: God’s love endures forever. 

Leader: The Lord is my strength and my song; 
All: God has become my salvation. 

Leader: I will not die but live, 
All: and I will proclaim what the Lord has done 

Leader: The stone the builders rejected 
All: has become the capstone 

 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Creator of Life, in raising Christ Jesus up, through, out of, and beyond the 
chains of death, You opened for us the way to eternal and abundant life. 
May our Alleluias on this day float high above the ceiling of what we think 
we know and transcend to the heaven of what we believe and thus live. 
Raise us up! Renew our lives! Resurrect our dreams! Through Jesus Christ 
our Living Savior, Amen. 

 
 

Hymn 
“Christ the Lord is Risen Today” #233 NCH 



 



Reading of Scripture  
 

Gospel of John 20: 1-18 
[Amplified Bible (AMP)] 

 
Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was 
still dark, and saw the stone [already] removed from the [groove across the entrance of 
the] tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and to the other disciple (John), whom 
Jesus loved (esteemed), and said to them, “They have taken away the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him!” So Peter and the other disciple 
left, and they were going to the tomb. And the two were running together, but the other 
disciple outran Peter and arrived at the tomb first. Stooping down and looking in, he 
saw the linen wrappings [neatly] lying there; but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter 
came up, following him, and went into the tomb and saw the linen wrappings [neatly] 
lying there; and the [burial] face-cloth which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the 
[other] linen wrappings, but [e]rolled up in a place by itself. So the other disciple, who 
had reached the tomb first, went in too; and he saw [the wrappings and the face-cloth] 
and believed [without any doubt that Jesus had risen from the dead]. For as yet they did 
not understand the Scripture, that He must rise from the dead.  Then the disciples went 
back again to their own homes. 

 
But Mary [who had returned] was standing outside the tomb sobbing; and so, as she 
wept, she stooped down and looked into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white 
sitting there, one at the head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. And 
they said to her, “Woman, why are you crying?” She told them, “Because they have taken 
away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.” After saying this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 
Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you crying? For whom are you looking?” Supposing 
that He was the gardener, she replied, “Sir, if you are the one who has carried Him away 
from here, tell me where you have put Him, and I will take Him away.” Jesus said to her, 
“Mary!” She turned and said to Him in [g]Hebrew, “Rabboni!” (which means, Teacher). 
Jesus said to her, “ Do not hold Me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to 
My brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My 
God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene came, reporting to the disciples that she had seen 
the Lord and that He had said these things to her. 

 
 

Sermon  
“Like the First One” Rev. James Bowman Harris 

 
 

Chorus  
“We Are the Body of Christ” Hymn 2227 

  



 
 

Prayers of the People/Prayer of Reconciliation  
 

Gracious God, 
You have walked patiently with us throughout our Lenten journey. You 
have celebrated our successes and our growing understanding of your love; 
and you have mourned our failures and rejections of your healing mercies. 
This day, as we have gathered to celebrate the joy of Easter, let us 
remember that we are to become “Easter People”, people of the 
Resurrection; people who know that what was thought to be impossible has 
been conquered. Forgive our stubbornness and fears. Fill us with your 
healing love and help us to become the disciples that you need to serve in 
this world. For we ask this in the name of our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 
 

[Silent Reflection] 
 

Words of Assurance  
 

Holy Communion  
 

Christ is Risen! 
All: He is risen indeed! 

 
Hymn 

“Amazing Grace, My Chains Are Gone.”  



 



 
Benediction 

 
  

Shalom 
 

Shalom to you now, shalom my friends 
May God full mercy, bless you my friends 
In all your living and through your loving  

Christ be your shalom 
Christ be your shalom 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


