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502 Gould Drive, Cookeville, TN 38506  |  www.cookevilleucc.org 

 
Sunday, May 31, 2020 

United Church of Cookeville 
Pentecost Sunday 

 
 

Welcome and Announcements: Pastor James 
 

Prelude: Ella Hicks 
 
 

Call to Worship and Invocation: Pastor James 
 
Leader: The Spirit descends like a dove, bringing peace to unite the world in a just and 
caring community. 
All: The Spirit comes like a breath, bringing life to renew the people of God. 
 
Leader: The Spirit spreads like fire, bringing energy for witnessing to the love of God. 
All: Spirit of the living God, come to us and transform our lives by your 
power. 
 
Let us pray together,  
Come, Holy Spirit, the one who sang a new melody as God’s Creation rose 
from Chaos, who wept at the dark shadow of a cross, and who danced early 
in the morning, at the opening of an empty tomb, 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, the one who could not be contained by wind, or flame, or 
breath, the one who blesses the Church with courage, peace, and love. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, to us, who gather this day with trembling hands and 
uncertain hearts. Teach us to sing a new song and to dance with reckless 
abandon. Here in this gathering of believers, as you did with those so long 
ago, breathe on us now. 
 
Breathe on us, blowing away our fears and our hesitations. Breathe on us, 
transforming our hard-heartedness into passion-filled lives. Breathe on us, 
for we need peace, peace that only you can give. 
 
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Hymn: “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation” Hymn #400 NCH 
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Scripture Acts 2: 1-21: Pastor James 
 
When Pentecost Day arrived, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound from 
heaven like the howling of a fierce wind filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
They saw what seemed to be individual flames of fire alighting on each one of them. 
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as the 
Spirit enabled them to speak. 
 
There were pious Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. When they 
heard this sound, a crowd gathered. They were mystified because everyone heard them 
speaking in their native languages. They were surprised and amazed, saying, “Look, 
aren’t all the people who are speaking Galileans, every one of them? How then can each 
of us hear them speaking in our native language? Parthians, Medes, and Elamites; as 
well as residents of Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia 
and Pamphylia, Egypt and the regions of Libya bordering Cyrene; and visitors from 
Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism), Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring 
the mighty works of God in our own languages!” They were all surprised and 
bewildered. Some asked each other, “What does this mean?” Others jeered at them, 
saying, “They’re full of new wine!” 
 
Peter stood with the other eleven apostles. He raised his voice and declared, “Judeans 
and everyone living in Jerusalem! Know this! Listen carefully to my words! These people 
aren’t drunk, as you suspect; after all, it’s only nine o’clock in the morning! Rather, this 
is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 
In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and 
daughters will prophesy. Your young will see visions. Your elders will dream dreams. 
Even upon my servants, men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and 
they will prophesy. I will cause wonders to occur in the heavens above and signs on the 
earth below, blood and fire and a cloud of smoke. The sun will be changed into darkness, 
and the moon will be changed into blood, before the great and spectacular day of the 
Lord comes. And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
 
 

Speakers: 
Jimmy Huckaby 
Barbara Myers 

Luke Nelson 
 
 

Chorus: “We are the Church” Ella and Walden Hicks 
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Prayers of the People: Pastor James 
 
Ever living and ever-loving God, We praise you for your loving presence with us. 
All: Hear our prayers for our one another, our community, and our world.  
 
Come, Holy Spirit, we pray that you will take and transform our societies, so that broken 
people find healing; that lonely people find love; that bitter people find peace; that 
fearful people find hope. 
All: Hear our prayer.  
 
Come, Holy Spirit, take our world’s leaders and governments and bring renewal, that 
communication can be open; that relationships between hostile people and hostile 
nations will evaporate; that a hunger for justice addresses the hunger for food felt by so 
many. 
All: Hear our prayer.  
 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill your church, that our worship will be ever more pleasing to you; 
that prayers will change our minds instead of trying to get you to change yours; that our 
lives will make a real difference to real people in the real world. 
All: Hear our prayer.  
 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill our lives with your presence, so that more and more every day, all 
that we do and say and hope will be an act of worship to you and an expression of love to 
others, to the glory of your name.   
Amen. 
 
 

Hymn: “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” Hymn #403 NCH 
(see following page for music) 

 
 

Benediction 
 
 

Shalom: 
Shalom to you now, shalom my friends 

May God’s full mercy, bless you my friends 
In all your living and through your loving 

Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom 
 
 

Postlude: Ella Hicks 
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